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Precious In
His Sight
By Bekah Cooper, Ministry Intern
I have always loved the occurrence in Luke 18: 15-17 which reads, “Now they were bringing even infants to Him that He
might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to Him saying, ‘Let the
children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does
not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it’.” This passage illustrates a clear picture of what God’s
heart posture is towards children and youth. In this story, although Jesus’s disciples believed that children coming in
Jesus’s presence would be a hindrance to Him, Jesus explained that the only hindrance that would occur would be upon
the children if they were sent away from Him. Jesus, being “gentle and lowly in heart (Matthew 11:28)” warmly and
gladly welcomed the little children into His ever so loving presence. This of course reminds me of the song “Jesus Loves
the Little Children,” which sings, “…they are precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world!” I can only
imagine the ginormous grin that must have placed itself upon Jesus’s face, accompanied with cheerful chuckles as He
saw the little children trot up to Him—who I could also imagine were most likely climbing into His lap and giving Him big
bear hugs without asking first. But Jesus welcomed them without hesitation. He did not turn them away in belittlement
or undermine their potential as young ones. They were precious in His sight, and He loved them.
This is God’s heart posture towards children and youth, and this should be our heart posture towards young ones as His
followers. God’s heart gently welcomes the young with open arms and joyfully admires their youthfulness. He embraces
them and sees their great potential for His kingdom. He never turns them away—He would not even put that thought
into His mind. He sees children and youth as hearts that can be won and used for His kingdom. This is the example we are
to follow.
I am incredibly blessed to be a part of a church with a substantial group of children and youth, and I am even more
blessed to be intertwined within both ministries. As I continue my call towards ministering to children and youth, my
prayer for myself (and for all who are called towards the same area) would be that my [our] heart posture towards the
younger generations would reflect the heart of God. Children and youth are joyful blessings with great potential for
kingdom purpose. It takes people willing to see that potential inside of their excited, young hearts for Christ ready to
say, “Here I am, Lord, send me,” (Isaiah 6:8). Let’s welcome children and youth in with arms of encouragement and raise
up “young disciples for Christ.” Do not rebuke them. Never turn them away. Instead, let them come.

Good News Club Testimony: Leidy
Good News Clubs concluded for this school year
in May. We received this testimony from Pam,
one of our Orangeburg County Good News Club
Coordinators:
Leidy began attending our Good News Club this
year. When she started Good News Club, she
was withdrawn and didn't talk much or interact
with the other children; however, as Good News
Club progressed we saw her become open and
very interactive. She began participating more
and more each session, and loved the new Bible
one of our volunteers gave her. She began
bringing it to Good News Club each week. She
began to show interest in getting to know the
other children and made new friends that
brought many smiles to her face. She became
very affectionate and passionate about
learning about her Jesus! Our club has a points
system for the quiet seat prize, learning
memory verses, completing Jam Up sheets, and
regular attendance. In our last club session for
this year, she had the most points in our club!
Leidy's mother texted this message to Pam at
the end of the year: "Thank you so much for
seeing my daughter. She is more motivated
because of her wonderful gift (the Bible) and is
delighted with each of you. Thank you for that
support and learning that you gave her. God
bless you greatly."
This is one story of the impact that attending
Good News Club has on the children who attend!
We are excited to be concluding Good News
Clubs for this school year with over 300
children having the opportunity to participate
in clubs across our ministry area since October!
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Could You Serve in a Good News
Club this Fall?
Even though Good News Clubs only recently
concluded for the 2021-22 school year, we are
already praying and planning toward the 202223 school year that will start in September!
If you are not already currently serving on a
Good News Club team, would you consider
joining one for the upcoming school year?
Volunteer opportunities are available in all five
of our ministry counties (Orangeburg, Allendale,
Bamberg, Barnwell, and Calhoun Counties). We
would love to help you find a ministry location to
serve in!
Whether you would like to serve as a teacher or
a helper, CEF is prepared to equip you with
training and opportunity to serve the children in
your community!
As we look toward the upcoming school year,
we have opportunities for individuals to be
plugged into existing Good News Club teams,
and opportunities for churches to adopt
currently unsponsored schools.
Contact us at (803) 535-0061 to learn more
about these opportunities.
Please also join us in praying Luke 10:2! With
over 19,000 children in our five counties, the
need is great! Please join us in praying that the
Lord would call workers to go into the harvest
to reach children with the Good News!
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